
Neolithic Activities at 
La Hougue Bie

1. Visit the Passage Grave

Suggested curriculum links:
LITERACY - Go inside and make observations to 
inform creative writing
HISTORY - Chronology of the area and era
ART AND DESIGN - Draw the entrance
STEM - Estimation of weight and volume of 
stones, measuring, how were they moved?
GEOGRAPHY - Where did the stones come from, 
why was it built in this place?

2. Visit the Archaeology Museum

Suggested curriculum links:
LITERACY - who used the objects, imagine 
sitting around a fire in a family group
HISTORY - Chronology of era - where the 
artefacts sits within the Palaeolithic to Bronze 
Age eras
ART AND DESIGN - Draw the artefacts
STEM - estimation of force used by artefacts, 
discussion on flint knapping - making tools, 
materials used for making tools
GEOGRAPHY - where did the artefacts come 
from in the museum?

3. Handling Objects

Suggested curriculum links:
LITERACY - who used the objects, imagine 
sitting around a fire in a family group
HISTORY - Chronology of era - where the 
artefacts sits within the Palaeolithic to Bronze 
Age, what are they used for
ART AND DESIGN - Draw the artefacts
STEM - estimation of force used by artefacts, 
discussion on flint knapping - making tools, 
materials used for making tools
GEOGRAPHY - where did the artefacts come 
from in the museum?
**PLEASE NOTE The handling object box is 
available on the day from La Hougue Bie and 
contains notes on the artefacts inside**

4. Hands-on Activities

Using the area around the Neolithic hut:
a) Make a shell necklace
b) Make a coil pot
c) Grind corn
d) Make a Neolithic stone ball

**PLEASE NOTE You must provide the 
materials for these activities yourself. There 
will be none available on site**

5. Cooking on the Fire Pit

FOR FOREST SCHOOL TRAINED LEADERS ONLY
Please ask for advice on this.



NOTES:
•	 Site staff will ensure that the area around the 

Neolithic Hut is ready for use by school groups. 

•	 We recommend a group size of no more than 
20 for the visit to the Neolithic Passage Grave 
and the Archaeology Gallery and for handling 
artefacts sessions. 

•	 We recommend a group size of no more than 
10 for the individual activities. 

•	 All materials must provided by the school 

•	 For the activities you will need: poultry corn, air 
drying clay, raffia and limpet shells. 

IF YOU ARE FOREST SCHOOL TRAINED 
and would like to use the fire as a demonstration 
for cooking, please let us know ahead of time 
where you will be required to show your 
certificate to the Site Gardien. 

Normal Health and Safety guidelines regarding 
use of fire will apply.

Neolithic visits to 
La Hougue Bie

We are unable to offer any staff assistance on a trip to study the Neolithic era at La Hougue Bie. 
However, we have below details of all the activities that you can do on site to support learning. 
We also have some background notes that may prove useful for you.

All site visits MUST be booked through groupbookings@jerseyheritage.org and not through 
La Hougue Bie.

Adult - Pupil Ratios
For Neolithic activity days, we recommend a 
high ratio of adults - pupil which will allow the 
children to experience the activities fully and 
safely.

If you have any extra adult helpers that you wish 
to attend on the day above the ratios, normal 
admission price to La Hougue Bie will apply. 
Jersey Heritage members will be free of charge 
and simply show their card at the ticket office.

Please advise at the time of booking if you 
have any needs above the normal ratios or SEN 
children who require one to one supervision.

AGE  RECOMMENDED RATIO

Nursery/Reception  1:4

KS1 (Yrs 1-2)  1:5

KS2 (Yrs 3 - 6)  1:8

KS3 (Yrs 7-9)  1:10

KS4 (Yrs 10-11)  1:10



There is some evidence that from the early 
Palaeolithic times, there was a desire to adorn 
the body and to make jewellery from bones, 
animal teeth and sea-shells. During the Neolithic 
Period, the widespread use of jewellery of various 
forms, which did not simply constitute elements 
of personal adornment but also carried social 
symbolism, has been seen.

They were made in the Neolithic era from 
stone, sea-shells, animal bones and more rarely 
from clay. The choice of materials shows the 
importance attributed by Neolithic man to his 
personal symbols, which accompanied him in 
every day life but also in life after death.

In the early phases of the Neolithic, jewellery 
was made by individuals with special skills in 
the working of the above mentioned materials, 
in their free time. From the Late Neolithic, when 
specific types (beads, buttons, bracelets, ring idol 
pendants) began to be reproduced, it seems that 
jewellery making was a scheduled activity.

Sea-shells, which were used as jewellery in 
their natural form and with no special working, 
included cockle, limpet, cone shell and sea-shells.

Making a Shell necklace

•	 Using a small rock, tap the top of the shell.  
The sharper end of a rock works best. 

•	 Work on top of a large stone 

•	 Start gently to tap and then gradually increase 
pressure 

•	 Once you have a small hole in the shell, 
decrease pressure so that it doesn’t crack 

•	 5 shells work particularly well on a necklace 

•	 Measure the raffia or leather cord to fit either 
around a wrist or a neck, then double the 
length 

•	 Thread the shells through the raffia and tie the 
shell and then continue until all shells are on 
the necklace or bracelet and then tie the two 
ends together. Cut off any excess

 

** PLEASE NOTE You will need to bring 
raffia or leather thread, scissors and shells 
(the ones that work best are large limpet 
shells)**

Shell necklaces

4. Hands-on Activities



The earliest pottery in Britain comes from the 
Neolithic period.

The development of pottery is a major 
technological landmark. It involved learning not 
just to shape objects, as with stone tool making, 
but to change the raw material, in this case clay, 
by baking it. This gave people vessels to store and 
cook things in.

Pottery also reveals something of the 
development of ‘artistic culture’ as the ranges 
of shape and decoration used vary. This early 
pottery was made by coil and slab building, and 
the pots were fired in bonfires. This produced 
relatively low firing temperatures, and this type 
of pottery is extremely fragile.

4. Hands-on Activities

Neolithic Coil Pots

How to make a coil pot

•	 Get a ball of clay (just larger than a tennis ball) 

•	 With a small amount of clay, make a thin circle 
of clay for the base of the pot (about 5-7cm 
diameter and no more than 2 cm in width) 

•	 With the remaining clay, roll out around 6-8 
long ‘sausages’ of clay 

•	 Coil one around the edge of the clay base and 
then put the remaining ‘sausages’ of clay on top 
of each other 

•	 Squeeze and pinch with fingertips the clay 
coils together and smooth the outside of them 
together to make a smooth surface 

•	 You can decorate the outside surface using 
sticks or small stones to make patterns 

**PLEASE NOTE You must bring your own 
air drying clay with you**



Neolithic people were the first farmers. They 
sowed grain and corn and grew crops. These 
crops needed to be harvested and used to make 
bread and other food items.

There were eight crops that were domesticated by 
Neolithic people - these were:

Cereals
Emmer wheat
Einkorn wheat
Barley
Other
Flax
Pulses
Lentil
Pea
Chickpea
Bitter Vetch

Before they could plant their crops, the farmers 
first had to deforest areas of land, using the stone 
tools that they had made. On the cleared areas 
they started to grow cereals and breed cows and 
sheep; but they also still hunted and fished.

In order to use the crops for food (including mak-
ing bread and biscuits), the grains would have to 
be made into flour by using a quern stone.

A quern stone is basically one large stone on the 
bottom with an indent into which the grain is put 
and then a smaller rounder stone is placed on top 
of the grain and with a pushing and pulling mo-
tion grinds the crop into flour.

How to grind corn at La Hougue Bie

•	 There are two quern stones available for use in 
the area by the Neolithic hut at La Hougue Bie 

•	 There are two round handheld stones used for 
the grinding of the corn 

•	 A pushing and pulling motion whilst exerting 
force downward is all you need to do to grind 
the corn into flour

 
**PLEASE NOTE You will be required to 
bring your own corn with you (a bag of 
poultry corn is best and can be bought from 
any pet food shop)**

4. Hands-on Activities

Grinding corn



Over four hundred stone balls have been found, 
nearly all in Scotland, and specifically the north-
east. 

We do not know what purpose they served, or 
what their meaning was to the communities 
of the time. Such outstanding items must have 
carried powerful messages possibly concerning 
the social identity of individuals within their 
communities.

Almost 400 of these balls have been found, most 
of them in Scotland, including five from Skara 
Brae. Most of them are around 7cm in diameter 
and almost half of them have six knobs. 

They are all symmetrical and some were 
decorated with spirals and other patterns.

Here are some of the ideas that archaeologists 
have had:

1. Used as weapons - maybe swung round in a 
leather strap then flung 

2. Used as balls in a game 

3. Weights 

4. Used to help in the construction of stone 
circles 

5. Used in rituals

How to make stone balls

•	 Take a ping-pong sized ball of clay

•	 Roll into a ball between palms of the hand

•	 Using a stick or modelling tool decorate the 
stone ball with lines and patterns

Neolithic stone balls

4. Hands-on Activities


